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Read the following paragraph and fill in the

blanks with the correct options given against

the number of blanks (26-30).

While I ....... (26) on the train last summer, I

enjoyed ........(27). It was my very first journey to

Hyderabad.  ........... (28) I asked my father to let

me visit ........(29) interesting places like

Charminar, Golkonda Fort and Silpakalavedika

etc. He agreed ......(30) my proposal and I thanked

him. 

26)  A) am travelling         B) travelled

C) was travelling       D) travel

27) A) me    B) myself     C) I     D) mine

28) A) But    B) Because   C) Although   D) So

29) A) some        B) an        C) a         D) no

30) A) to   B) with  C) by    D) for

31) Your friend greeted you ‘How do you do?’

How would you respond in return? How

would you greet him?

A) Nice  B) I am well 

C) How do you do?   D) Never mind

Find the wrongly spelt word in the following

questions (32-33).

32) A) conveyed           B) ultimatly  

C) reformed            D) segregation

33) A) gathared             B) kilometres

C) moreover           D) plight

Choose the appropriate Word/Phrase to each

of the following phrases (34-37).

34) One who expects bad things to happen.

A) Optimist            B) Pessimist 

C) Arrogant            D) Polyglot

35) One who expects good things to happen.

A) Optimist     B) Pessimist 

C) Arrogant     D) Polyglot

36) One who behaves proudly.

A) Optimist         B) Pessimist 

C) Arrogant        D) Polyglot

37) One who knows many languages

A) Optimist         B) Pessimist 

C) Arrogant        D) Polyglot

Choose the appropriate idioms and phrases to

each of the following questions (38-40).

38) Capital punishment

A) Object to          B) Death Penalty

C) Release            D) Balance

39) A white elephant

A) Elephants of Kerala         

B) A burdensome possession

C) In disguise

D) A snobbish person

40) At the eleventh hour

A) in danger         

B) very late

C) just in time

D) before time

Directions (Qs. 41 - 50): Read the following pas-

sage carefully and answer the questions. Certain

words/ phrases have been given in bold to help

you locate them while answering some of the

questions.

There once lived an old man. He had three
sons. One day the old man called his three sons
and said. “My end is near, sons! I wish to give you
certain things that I have kept for you.” He then
gave a rooster to his eldest son, an axe to the
second and a cat to the youngest. “These things
may seem worthless but everything depends on
how sensibly you use them,” said the old man.

In a few days, the old man died. His sons
decided to make their fortune using the gifts they
received from their father. So, the eldest son went



wandering about with his rooster. He crossed
many cities and towns until he reached an island
where people didn’t know how to divide their
time “Perhaps, this should be the right place to
use my rooster, he thought. So he called out to the
people and said. “Look! Here’s an amazing crea-
ture. It has a ruby - red crown upon its head like a
knight it crows four times during the night and
when it crows for the last time the sun soon rises.
But if it crows in broad daylight, then be careful
there will certainly be a change in weather.” The
people of the island were amazed to see such a
creature. “Is this creature up for sale?’ they asked.
“O yes! And the price is as many gold coins as a
donkey can carry.” he replied. “Oh that’s just a
small price for such a precious and useful creature
who will help us in keeping track of time.” they
replied and willingly gave him the gold coins.

When the eldest son came home with his
wealth, the other two were astonished. Now the
second son went wandering about with his axe. He
crossed many farms where labourers were carry-
ing their own axes. At last, he chanced upon an
island where people knew nothing about axes. So,
he began displaying his axe and started narrating
its uses. People were amazed to see such a tool
and agreed to buy it for a horse laden with as
much gold as it could carry.

Now it was the third son’s turn to see what he
could get of his cat. He went about wandering
through many towns until he reached a place
where mice had created a menace and no cat had
ever been seen. “We are fed up of the mice. They
are so many that they dance upon our tables and
benches and gnaw whatever they catch hold of.”
they complained. The youngest son let his cat free
for some time. She began her chase and soon
cleared some houses. People were extremely
happy to see this. They begged the King to buy
the wonderful creature for their kingdom. The
King readily agreed and bought it for a mule laden
with gold. The youngest son happily returned
home. Thus, the three sons made the best out of
their father’s gifts and lived in wealth and pros-
perity.

41) Which of the following characteristics of the

father comes across distinctly through the

story?

A) He was aggressive    B) He was lonely 

C) He rarely became angry D) He was wise 

42) As mentioned in the story, people of the island

bought the rooster because ........

1) They genuinely wished to help the eldest

son in becoming a merchant

2) It would help them manage their time more

effectively

3) They were amused by its features and

wanted it as a pet

A) Only 2 B) Both 1 and 2 

C) Only 1 D) Only 3 

43) Which of the following correctly explains the

meaning of the phrase, ‘chanced upon’ as

used in the story?

A) Divided             

B) Went with the flow 

C) Waited for something  

D) Came across

44) Which of the following is most nearly the

OPPOSITE in meaning as the word

‘CERTAINLY’ as used in the story?

A) Positively B) Cautiously 

C) Probably D) Blindly 

45) Which of the following is most nearly the

OPPOSITE in meaning as the word

‘RIGHT’ as used in the story?

A) Dishonest B) Unfitting 

C) Bad luck             D) True         

46) Which of the following is most nearly the

SAME in meaning as the word ‘WORTH-

LESS’ as used in the story?

A) Barren B) Significant 

C) Useless D) Abolished  



47) Which of the following is most nearly the

SAME in meaning as the word ‘BEGGED’

as used in the story?

A) Pleaded with B) Sued 

C) Donated D) Granted 

48) Which of the following can be an appropriate

title for the story?

A) Bring Out the Devil in You 

B) The Rooster and its Crow

C) The Mantra to be Successful - Own a Cat

or a Rooster

D) The Scheming Father

49) Which of the following statements is TRUE in

the context of the story?

A) The King was reluctant to purchase the cat

from the youngest son

B) All three brothers married the King’s

daughters in the end

C) The ailing father had secretly informed the

eldest son about making money from his

rooster

D) None of the given statements is true

50) As mentioned in the story, the father gave

gifts to his sons because ........

A) He didn’t want them to fight in his absence

B) They had demanded those gifts from him

C) Those were the only gifts he could afford

at that time

D) He was trying to take revenge on them by

giving gifts which were of no use
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What Aaftab Poonawala's New Girlfriend, In Shock, Told Police 

The woman whom Aaftab Poonawala dated after murdering his live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar was in shock after learning about his horrific act. She said she
had no clue human body parts were kept inside his flat when she visited there
twice after the murder. She also informed Aaftab had gifted her a fancy artifi-
cial ring on October 12. The ring belonged to Shraddha, according to sources.
It was recovered from Aaftab's new girlfriend and her statement has been
recorded by the cops. She is a psychiatrist by profession, according to reports.
In her statement to the police, she said she visited Aaftab's flat twice in October
but she had no inkling of the murder or about the presence of body parts in the
house. Aaftab never looked scared and often used to tell her about his Mumbai
home, she said. The woman had met Aaftab on a dating app. Aaftab was in con-
tact with about 15 to 20 girls through different dating sites, according to the
police.

Hyderabad: Man arrested for exploiting woman

A 20-year old private worker lodged a complaint with the Rajendranagar police
alleging that she was raped and sexually exploited by her former colleague with
a false promise to marry her. Based on the complaint, police registered a case
of rape under Section 376 of the IPC and the SC&ST (POA) Act. The 23-year
old man has been arrested. The accused who works as a web designer had
befriended the victim saying that he was in love with her. According to the vic-
tim, few months ago, the accused took her to his room in Sun City area of
Rajendranagar and forcibly had sex with her against her wishes. Subsequently,
by promising to marry the victim, he continued to exploit her, Rajendranagar
police said. When the accused started to avoid the victim, the latter raised the
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issue of marriage and confronted him. However, when the accused moved out
from the house, she lodged a police complaint.

Kharge hits at Modi govt for stopping scholarships for minority students

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on Wednesday asked the Modi govern-
ment what will it gain by "snatching away" the money from poor students, a day
after it stopped scholarships for minority students of classes 1 to 8. On Tuesday,
the government limited its pre-matric scholarship scheme meant for minority
communities to students of classes 9 and 10, stating that the Right to Education
Act covers compulsory education up to class 8 for all students. Earlier, the pre-
matric scholarship used to cover education for grades 1 to 8 as well as for stu-
dents belonging to minority communities. SC and ST students are covered from
classes 9 and 10 only on a full-time basis under the pre-matric scholarship
scheme.
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